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Choose one activity to complete.   

Activity 1:   Activity 2:  Activity 3:  

Using an index card, 
list benefits and 
challenges associated 
with planning 
differentiated 
lessons.   

Using an index card, 
create a visual 
representation  of a 
classroom in which 
differentiation is NOT 
frequently used.   

Using an index card,  
write an Facebook 
post sharing why 
differentiating 
instruction is 
beneficial for ALL 
learners.   



Ask Questions 

Engage Fully 

Integrate new information  

Open your mind to diverse views 

Use what you learn  
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Share Out!!  

Activity 1:   Activity 2:  Activity 3:  

Using an index card, 
list benefits and 
challenges associated 
with planning 
differentiated 
lessons.   

Using an index card, 
create a visual 
representation  of a 
classroom in which 
differentiation is NOT 
frequently used.   

Using an index card,  
write an Facebook 
post sharing why 
differentiating 
instruction is 
beneficial for ALL 
learners.   



Choose one activity to complete.   

Activity 1:   Activity 2:  Activity 3:  

Using an index card, 
list benefits and 
challenges associated 
with planning 
differentiated 
lessons.   

Using an index card, 
create a visual 
representation  of a 
classroom in which 
differentiation is NOT 
frequently used.   

Using an index card,  
write an Facebook 
post sharing why 
differentiating 
instruction is 
beneficial for ALL 
learners.   

Analytical 
Intelligence 

Creative 
Intelligence 

Practical 
Intelligence  

Sternberg’s Triarchic Theory of Intelligence  
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David  

Wolff 
Married to Melissa [RN] Father to Elliot [5th] 

and Chloe [1st]  

Enjoy 

Baking & 

Cooking  

Enjoy Running 

Serve on MEGT Board 

of Directors  
Serve on Math Masters of 

MN Board of Directors  

Mentor for MN Adult 

and Teen Challenge 

Leader for Children’s Ministry 

at Cornerstone Church  



Today’s Objectives  

The learner will… 

…summarize the main idea of each step of the 
PILOT sequence.   

…list strategies on how to differentiate for gifted 
learners.   

… articulate a plan of how to defend how and 
why you to differentiate instruction for ALL 
learners.   

 

 



Our Urgency 
Growing Diversity  

As a K-12 District… 

• 40.9% non-white 
+20.8% in past 10 years 

59.1% White 

26.5% Hispanic 

8.6% Black 

5.6% Asian 

• Diversity Trends: 
Woodson [K]  49.8% 

Holton [5/6]  40.3% 

AHS [9-12] 30.4% 

 

 

Growing Number of Languages 

As a K-12 District… 

• 27.2% Home Languages 
other than English  
71.4% English 

19.0% Spanish 

9.6% Other, 51Languages 

• Ranked 24th/511 Districts of  
# of Languages in MN 

Anuak 93 
Nuer 50 
Karenni 48 
Karen 42  
Vietnamese 33 
 

Dinka 27 
Lao 24 
French 18 
Arabic 17 
Chinese Mandarin 14  
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Our Urgency  
Growing Poverty 

As a K-12 District… 

• 57.3% F/R Lunch 

+16.2% in the past 10 years 

≈63% F/R Lunch K-6 

• Poverty Trends: 
Sumner [N] 81.3% 

Neveln [E] 62.9% 

Southgate [S] 61.8% 

Banfield [W] 57.1% 

 

Growing Enrollment 

As a K-12 District… 

• 4,728 students 

+659 students in past 10 
years 

Average class size is 24:1 



Differentiation increase Engagement 
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Skill Level of Learner 

Arousal 

Anxiety 

Worry 

Apathy 
Boredom 

Relaxation 

Control 

Flow 

Mihaly Csikszentmihalyig 



PILOT Article  

Creating an assessment-centered classroom: 

Five essential assessment strategies to support 
middle grades student learning and achievement 

 

By Steven L. Turner 

 

Found on Association for Middle Level Education 
website www.amle.org  

http://www.amle.org/


PILOT Article  

Pre-assessing 
Knowledge 

Strength or 
Asset focused 

Focus on 
conceptual ideas 

Differentiation 
for all 

achievement 
levels 

Using 
formative 

assessments 
as feedback 



Assessment Learning  



Piece o’ Pizza Jigsaw 
Group 2:  Read the ‘I’ 

Section pg. 4 
Group 1:  Read the ‘P’ 

Section pg. 2 

Group 5:  Read the ‘T’ Section pg. 10 

Group 4:  Read 
the ‘O’ Section 

pg. 6 

Group 3:  Read 
the ‘L’ Section 

pg. 5 

On the Slice of 
Pizza – draw a 

visual 
representation 

of what that 
section of PILOT 

means to you 



  

It isn’t a debate, it isn’t a discussion, it’s 

an exchange of ideas or opinions on a 

particular issue 
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PILOT 

Pre-Assessments  



Some ideas  

• KWL 

• Thinking Maps  

• Graphic 
Organizers 

• Journal Responses 

• List-Group-Label 

• Sorts  

• Frayer’s 4-square 
Organizer 

• So Many MORE…   
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PILOT 

Pre-Assessments  

Identify Student Readiness & 
Strengths 



Some ideas 

• CogAT Scores [Verbal/Quantitative/Nonverbal] 

• Torrance Test for Creativity 

• NNAT2 [Nonverbal] 

• Multiple Intelligences [Gardner] 

• Introvert/Extrovert 

• Modalities [Visual/Kinesthetic/Auditory]  

• Various Interest Inventories  [What are kids 
interested in?]  



PILOT 

Pre-Assessments  

Identify Student Readiness & 
Strengths 

Link Differentiation to 
Standards 





Some Ideas 

• KNOW YOUR Standards – 
content and ELA 

• Have a road map – show 
where you are going in the 
unit 

• Universal by Design – 
backwards designing 

• Emphasis on BIG Ideas  

• Have Essential Questions  



PILOT 

Pre-Assessments  

Identify Student Readiness & 
Strengths 

Link Differentiation to 
Standards 

Offer Multiple Opportunities        
to Assess Knowledge  



Some Ideas 

• Choice Boards 

• Think-Tac-Toes 

• Menus 

• Dot Boards 

• Exit Slips 

• RAFT 

• Tiered Assignments  
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Grouping Discussions 



PILOT 

Pre-Assessments  

Identify Student Readiness & 
Strengths 

Link Differentiation to 
Standards 

Offer Multiple Opportunities        
to Assess Knowledge  

Test Students for Knowing & 
Understanding  



Some Ideas 

• Fact or Fib 

• Quiz-Quiz-Trade 

• Piece O’ Pizza 

• Journaling 

• Thinking Map 

• Presentations 

• Socratic Seminars 

• Many MORE … 



Differentiated Assessments 
• Test 0 – students are given a writing prompt with no 

assistance other than a sample essay on the back that 
uses a potential essay structure, but a more tangible 
example (traveling around MN). 

• Test 1 – Same as Test 0, but with a word bank offering 
the words that we focused on this week. 

• Test 2 – students are giving the same writing prompt, 
but instead of a blank slate, students are given 
structural tips like “location#1” and “reason #1.”  

• Test 3 – Same as Test 2, but with a word bank. 
• Test 4 – Fill-in-the-blanks using the same writing 

prompt. 
• Test 5 – Fill-in-the-blanks, but with a  word bank. 

 















The Art & Science of Teaching  
Art of 

Teaching  
Science of 

Teaching  

“Curriculum” 

 
Common Core 
MN Standards 
Curriculum 
SIOP 
 
 
 
 
 

“Instruction” 
 
Technology  
Teacher 
Personality 
Creativity 
Choice 
Differentiation 
 
 
 



“THERE ARE RISKS AND COSTS TO A 
PROGRAM OF ACTION.  BUT THEY ARE 
FAR LESS THAN THE LONG-RANGE RISKS 
AND COSTS OF A COMFORTABLE 
INACTION.” 
                                                                         
       
 

John F. Kennedy 
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Learn more about APS at 
https://www.austin.k12.mn.us/  

https://www.austin.k12.mn.us/
https://www.austin.k12.mn.us/


June 7-11, 2015 



David Wolff 
District Coordinator for Gifted & Talented Services 

Coordinator of Project E3 

david.wolff@austin.k12.mn.us 

507-460-1300 
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